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Town," "A Texas Steer"; Augustus Thomas at one time
gave promise of naming each of his delightful plays after
one of the States of the Union.

Mansfield was under discussion for the leading comedy
role of the Lord Chancellor in the New York production
of "lolanthe." He was sent instead to Philadelphia to
join the D'Oyly Carte company preparing to present the
same opera there, acting in "Rip" until he left New York
in the middle of November.

While in Philadelphia he lived at the Lafayette Hotel,
then situated on Broad Street, near the corner of Chestnut,
where one evening he gave unexpected proof of his skill as
an actor off the stage as well as on. His slender means
and a desire to nurse his restless nerves as far as possible
from the noises of the street drove him into an inexpen-
sive room at the top of the house. Before the days of
fireproof buildings the danger in height played a large
part in the price of hotel rooms.

He never could sleep if he retired early, and it was two
o'clock one morning when his last pipe went gray and he
was making ready for bed. Just before putting out the
lights he rang the bell for the hall boy to bring some drink-
ing water. He made several trips to the button on the
wall, but no one answered. Bad service always an-
noyed him, and with mounting anger he drew on a
dressing gown and went to the elevator to inquire the
reason for such inefficiency. For five more minutes he
stood pressing the elevator bell-button, still no one came.
Manifestly the servants had chosen this small hour of the
morning for a lark, doubtless with cards and dice, below
in the porter's room. Thoroughly aroused, he started to
walk down to the office.

The long journey down nine flights of stairs gave himrance nimble-eror.
